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SUBJ: INTERNATIONAL FUND FOR AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT (lEAD): 

SITE AND PRESIDENCY 

REE: STATE 310551 

1. FOREIGN MINISTRY OEFICIAL (SARVAAS) AGREED WITH OUR 
PRINCIPLES FOR CHOOSING FUND SITE AND PRESIDENT BUT SAID 
GOVERNMENT COULD NOT OEFICIALLY SUPPORT US UNTIL EC HAS CONSIDERED 
THE MATTER. SARVAAS SAID NETHERLANDS EAVORS ROME AS THE LOCATION 
AND IS WILLING TO ACCEPT SUDEARY OF SAUDI ARABIA AS THE HEAD 
ALTHOUGH DIRECTOR GENERAL SHIHATA OF OPEC SPECIAL FUND IS 

A MORE FORCEFUL AND THEREFORE MORE ATTRACTIVE POSSIBILITY, 

PROVIDED HIS DUAL EGYPTIAN-KUWAITI NATIONALITY, STRADDLING 
CATEGORIES II AND III, WERE NOT USED TO CATEGORY TS DISAD- 
VANTAGE. 

2. ON RATIEICATION, SARVAAS EXPRESSED SURPRISE THAT WE WERE 
MAKING OURS CONDITIONAL BUT INDICATED HIS UNDERSTANDING. 

HE HOPED NETHERLANDS COULD RATIFY BY END OF MARCH. PARLIAMENT 
WILL BE ASKED TO SPEED ITS DELIBERATIONS SO NETHERLANDS COULD 
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QUALIEY EOR A SEAT ON FUND'S EXECUTIVE BOARD. OTHERWISE RATI- 
FICATION WOULD TAKE UNTIL YEAR-END. 

3. SARVAAS SAID ANY TIME IS ACCEPTABLE FOR DAC MEETING BUT THE 
SOONER THE BETTER TO ALLOW DECISION ON IFAD SITE AND PRESIDENCY 
BEEORE THE APRIL PREPARATORY COMMITTEE MEETING IN THRAN. 
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